Development Challenges, South-South Solutions: June 2011 Issue 
Stories 

1) Brazilian Restaurant Serves Amazonian Treats 

The vast Amazon rainforest has inspired a cuisine pioneer in Brazil. 
Combining the sensual pleasures of fine dining and the joy of tasting new 
flavours with a pursuit of sustainable and profitable local farming, a chef is 
inventing a new Brazilian cuisine and showing the way to create sustainable 
incomes. 

The kitchens of chef Alex Atala are as much a laboratory of food 
experimentation as a place to cook meals. He applies French and Italian 
cooking styles to traditional Brazilian dishes and ingredients. Since opening 
his restaurant D.O.M in 1999 in Sao Paulo, Atala has relentlessly pursued - 
through adventurous journeys around Brazil and into the Amazon rainforest - 
new flavours, foods and cuisines native to the country. When he started out, 
he was surprised to discover the lack of knowledge about native Brazilian 
ingredients, both within the country and outside. He has turned himself into a 
champion for local communities, helping them turn local foods into sources of 
income. 

Brazil, home to the largest portion of the Amazon rainforest, is hoping to 
become the world's biggest food producer - it is currently second after the 
United States - addressing a major global problem and providing income for 
Brazil's farmers. 

The challenge is to increase food production - providing income for Brazil's 
farmers and helping address a major global problem - without destroying the 
Amazon's complex ecosystem. 

Amazonia, the region that takes in the mighty Amazon River and the vast 
Amazon rainforest, is home to the most diverse range of plant and animal 
species in the world ( http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon Rainforest ). 
Brazil is currently debating legislation to ease restrictions on how small 
farmers can use land in the Amazon rainforest. It would loosen regulations on 
farming near river banks and hilltops. Many working in Brazil's agricultural 
industry believe the country is not living up to its potential. They say Brazil 
could surpass the United States as an agricultural producer if allowed to use 
all its arable land. 

This is a crucial debate not only for the future of the environment, but also for 
humanity. World demand for food keeps rising as populations increase and 
living standards rise in many countries, such as China. Another trend at work 
is increasing global urbanization, where more people are leaving agriculture 
as a business to live in cities and peri-urban areas to pursue a better quality of 
life. These growing megacities will need vast amounts of food to feed their 
populations. 



Brazil has, in recent years, increased the amount of territory designated as a 
protected area in the Amazon forest. 

The National Institute for Space Research in Brazil 
( http://www.inpe.br/ingles/index.php ) has satellite photographs showing 
deforestation in the Amazon at its slowest pace for two decades. But more 
recent reports show deforestation accelerating again in 2011. 

Sao Paulo's D.O.M. Restaurante ( http://www.domrestaurante.com.br ) - the 
name is an acronym for the Latin phrase "God, the best and greatest" - has 
used the rainforest's rich harvest of foods to create an award-winning 
destination restaurant that prioritises sustainable sources. It was ranked 
seventh in this year's S. Pellegrino World's 50 Best Restaurants list. 

Atala says on his website he "is bringing a new sustainable Brazilian cuisine 
to the world's attention." His motto is "It is necessary to cook and eat as a 
citizen." 

The restaurant celebrates small-scale producers when sourcing food products 
( http://www.domrestaurante.com.br/#/en-us/menu/ingredientes ). One 
pioneering food producer Atala works with is DRO Ervas e Flores (herbs and 
flowers) ( http://www.droervaseflores.com ). Located in the city of Cequilho, it 
grows edible herbs and flowers for restaurants. The flowers cultivated by DRO 
serve mainly to decorate plates, but can also be eaten. At the company farm, 
the flowers produced include violas, begonias, borago, monks cress, 
chrysanthemums, pumpkin flowers, coriander flowers, sweet alyssum, mini 
roses, basil flowers, roses, rockets and violets. 

One notable success has been the Amazonian root priprioca. Once it was 
used only for cosmetics, but Atala has turned it into an essence for cooking. 
He has conducted original research into uses for the root, which is produced 
by small communities in the Amazon. 

Other Brazilian foods he champions include black rice, an unusual variety 
sought after for its health benefits. It has 30 percent more fibre and 20 percent 
more protein than white rice, and less fat and calories than brown rice. The 
black rice used at D.O.M is produced in the Paraiba Valley in Sao Paulo state 
by Chicao Ruzene ( h ttp ://www .arrozpreto.com.br ), who researches new 
varieties on the rice farm. 

Jambu, a herb from the Amazon, gives an electrical sensation when it is 
chewed. Tucupi, a yellowish liquid from pressed wild manioc tuber, is used to 
season typical Amazonian dishes made with fish, fowl and ducks. 

Already well known in his native Brazil, Atala has become the country's first 
internationally known celebrity chef and standard-bearer for the "New 
Brazilian Gastronomy." 

His origins are inspiring: a former DJ and punk, he sold his records and went 
on a trip backpacking in Europe when he was 18. He made a living as a 



painter and dishwasher until a friend convinced him to go to catering school. 
Upon graduation, he worked in some of the top restaurants in Italy and 
France. This apprenticeship left Atala skilled in the techniques of French 
cuisine - considered one of the most disciplined and methodical in the world - 
and he returned in 1994 to Brazil. 

The restaurant has ultra-modern design and the sleek kitchen is home to a 
collection of Amazonian art. Atala acts as an ambassador for the country's 
cuisine and flavours to the world. He opened a second restaurant in 2009, 
Dalva e Dito ( http://www.dalvaedito.com.br ), which celebrates home cooking 
by mothers and grandmothers and features only local produce. 

Atala's inclusion of 'wild' ingredients has inspired other chefs. His expeditions 
into the Amazon continue to discover and study the biodiversity of the 
rainforest and the culinary culture of its inhabitants. 

His long-term agenda is to boost local farmers and food production and to 
increase the availability of 'wild' foods in the nation's supermarkets. If he gets 
his way, people around the world will be eating the Brazilian way. 

"French, Italian, Spanish and Japanese chefs, for example, have their own 
cuisine and give value to their terroir (local) produce," Atala explained his 
passion to The World's 50 Best Restaurants. "We have to do the same in 
Brazil! Our ingredients are exotic now, but can become popular in the near 
future." 

LINKS: 

1) Brazilian Exporters and Importers website. Website: 
http://www.brazilianexportersandimporters.com/index.aspx 

2) Por uma Gastronomia Brasileira by Alex Atala - ISBN 8586518352 
Website: 

http://www.submarino.com. br/produto/1/220365/por+uma+gastronomia+brasil 
eira 

3) Winner of a UN Habitat award, the Brazilian farmer's cooperative 
Cooperhaf: Cooperativa de Habitacao dos Agricultores Familiares has put 
together what it calls a "social technology" combining housing and farm 
diversification to support family farmers. Website: 
http://www.cooperhaf.org.br 

4) Eat Smart in Brazil: How to Decipher the Menu, Know the Market Foods 
and Embark on a Tasting Adventure by Joan Peterson, Publisher: Ginko 
Press. Website: http://www.ginkgopress.com/ 

2) Civet Cat Coffee Brews Filipino Opportunity 

In the Philippines, one animal's call of nature has become a business 
opportunity. 



The civet cat, a member of the mongoose family, ingests the fruit of coffee 
plants, and expels the beans. This has created an unexpected by-product - a 
prized beverage for the world's savvy coffee drinkers seeking the next taste 
sensation. The partially digested coffee beans are gathered from the faeces of 
the cat and used to make a much-coveted, smooth-flavoured cup of coffee. 

It is a good example of how value can be added to a product, in this case 
coffee beans, producing a substantially higher income. The coffee is 
startlingly expensive: 50 grams cost US $70, 100 grams US $90, and 1 
kilogram is a whopping US $870. The coffee is a blend of Arabica, Liberica 
and Exelsa beans, all of which have passed through the civet cats. 

The highly prized coffee is driving a growing market for these rare beans 
around the world. But as demand rises, it becomes clear it is a market 
needing quality control and ethical practices. 

One business that is trying to do this is Coffee Alamid ( www.arengga.com ), 
based in Las Pinas in the Philippines. It bills the coffee as the "World's Rarest 
Brew. The Philippines' Pride." 

Coffee Alamid's founders, Basil and Vie Reyes, call themselves "coffee 
entrepreneurs" who started in the business from scratch. 

"When we started Cafe Alamid, we were not even coffee drinkers," they 
explain on the company's website. "We didn't know anything about coffee at 
all!" 

Experienced in making Arengga vinegar 

( http://www.arengga.com/index.php/arengga-pinnata-its-not-iust-a- 
vinegar.mpc ), they discovered the civet cats that lived among the sugar palm 
trees used for making the vinegar. They did some research and were inspired 
by the Kopi Luwak, the Indonesian variety of civet cat coffee and wondered 
why they couldn't do the same thing in the Philippines. 

They consulted with the local forest-dwellers of Indang, Cavite and Batangas, 
who confirmed they gathered the civet cat droppings to make into coffee, part 
for personal consumption, with the rest sold in local markets. Gathering the 
civet droppings provides an income to the forest residents, who collect an 
average of one kilogram a day. 

Some were sceptical of the idea: why bother with such a time-consuming 
product? But the Reyeses were inspired by the success of civet coffee in 
Indonesia and it inspired them to try it in the Philippines. They see themselves 
as "enlightened entrepreneurs" who believe in marrying business with social 
development. 

The coffee is made from the wild civet cat droppings harvested from the forest 
floors of mountains in Malarayat, Lipa, Batangas and Mount Matutum, 
General Santos and South Cotabato in the Philippines. The beans are roasted 
and exported to Japan, Taiwan, Korea, Australia, the United States and Italy. 



The company produces between 1 and 1 .5 tons of beans a year. 

A proud moment for the business was becoming the first Filipino firm to 
participate in the Tea and Coffee World Cup in Geneva, Switzerland in 2007. 

The brand's name, Alamid, is the local name for the civet cat (Paradoxorus 
Philippinensis). It belongs to the mongoose family and forages for food at 
night, eating the ripest and sweetest coffee cherries during the coffee season. 

By morning the civet cats excrete the undigested beans. While inside the cat's 
stomach, enzymes and stomach acids go to work on the beans, altering their 
structure. The beans 'ferment' in the cat's stomach, a process that has been 
analyzed by Dr. Massimo Marcone, a scientist from Canada's University of 
Guelph. 

Marcone traveled to Ethiopia and Indonesia in 2003 to collect the rare coffee 
beans. He found the beans' taste - described as "earthy, musty, syrupy, 
smooth and rich with jungle and chocolate undertones" - was due to the lack 
of protein in the bean. 

"The civet beans are lower in total protein, indicating that during digestion, 
proteins are being broken down and are also leaked out of the bean," 
Marcone told the Luwak Kopi website. "Since proteins are what make coffee 
bitter during the roasting process, the lower levels of proteins decrease the 
bitterness of Kopi Luwak coffee." 

"Civet beans are typically extensively washed under running water after 
collection, which dislodges bacteria," he said. 

Marcone published his research into the beans in the paper "Composition and 
properties of Indonesian palm civet coffee (Kopi Luwak) and Ethiopian civet 
coffee." 

( http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0963996904001309 ) 

The beans are greenish-brown when they come out in the cat faeces. 
Marcone found the process in the civet cat removes some of the caffeine, 
giving a strong cup of coffee less kick; this also makes the flavour smoother. 

Supply is tight and this has led to some people forging the coffee or using 
unethical practices to get their hands on the beans. It is a business that needs 
to be run in an ethical way to ensure the rich profits are shared with everyone 
involved. 

Marcone warns against imitations. "About 42 percent of all the kopi luwaks 
that are presently on sale are either adulterated or complete fakes, 
unfortunately," he told the Los Angeles Times. 

Coffee Alamid's parent company, Bote Central, started as a family-owned 
company in 2002, with the idea of using agro-forestry products to create 
sustainable livelihoods and help preserve the environment. It wanted to 



introduce Fair Trade principles to the Philippines coffee industry. 

Structurally, the company uses community roasting business units (CRBU) 
across the Philippines, in particular the countryside, to improve the way coffee 
is sold and make it more profitable for local economies. There are currently 12 
such units, and more are planned. The company has put together a guide 
book on best practice for harvesting Arabica coffee beans based on their first- 
hand experience. It also explains how they maintain quality control 
( http://www.scribd.com/doc/19991462/Production-Guide-for-Arabica-Coffee- 
bv-Bote-Central-lnc-Maker-of-Coffee-Alamid ). 

The company deals directly with farmers to avoid middlemen gouging profits, 
and tries to use technology to make the business more efficient and 
sustainable. 

To keep quality improving, the company has also produced a manual on how 
to grow and harvest Arabica coffee beans. It is designed to tackle the practical 
realities of coffee production and show how to improve current methods to 
produce a better-quality bean. This is critical for the overall business as 
competition is fierce and quality has to constantly be improved. 

Coffee Alamid has successfully positioned itself as a high-end, high-cost 
product. It is sold by Japan Airlines and by department stores in Japan and 
specialty coffee shops around the world. 

Civet cat coffee continues to develop new fans. In Britain, the Birmingham- 
based Urban Coffee Company ( http://www.urbancoffee.co.uk ) has started 
selling the coffee. 

'It's actually really nice," sales manager Mark Bridgens told the Daily Mail 
newspaper. "It has a unique, soft taste. I'd definitely buy a cup of it, it's very 
different." 

LINKS: 

1) Fair Trade Foundation: Fairtrade is about better prices, decent working 
conditions, local sustainability, and fair terms of trade for farmers and workers 
in the developing world. Website: http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/ 

2) The red dot logo stands for belonging to the best in design and business. 
The red dot is an internationally recognized quality label for excellent design 
that is aimed at all those who would like to improve their business activities 
with the help of design. Website: http://www.red-dot.de 

3) Small businesses looking to develop their brand can find plenty of free 
advice and resources here. Website: www.brandingstrategyinsider.com 

4) Brandchannel: The world's only online exchange about branding, packed 
with resources, debates and contacts to help businesses intelligently build 
their brand. Website: www.brandchannel.com 



3) Indonesia Best for Entrepreneurs 



A global survey has unearthed hotspots across the global South for start-up 
businesses and private enterprise. It shows there are now many places in the 
South where people are actively encouraged to start businesses and engage 
in innovation and enterprise. The top place in the world for entrepreneurship, 
according to the survey for the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), is 
Indonesia. 

The poll shows that Indonesians perceive their country as a place where it is 
easy to put ideas into practice. Innovation and creativity are highly valued in 
Indonesia as well, two important elements of business success. Asia as a 
whole, with a few exceptions, stood out for valuing these qualities. 

India came second in the survey, while China and Nigeria were also 
perceived by their own people as relatively favourable places for new 
businesses. 

The survey for the BBC's Extreme World TV series polled more than 24,000 
people across 24 countries 

( http://www.globescan.com/news archives/bbc201 1 entrepreneur/backgroun 
der.html). Respondents were asked whether innovation was highly valued in 
their country; whether it was hard for people like them to start a business; 
whether entrepreneurs were highly valued; and whether people with good 
ideas could usually put them into practice. 

Interestingly, not only were several countries in East Asia and the Pacific 
doing well, but three sub-Saharan African countries - Nigeria, Kenya and 
Ghana - ranked above the global average. 

The survey found work still needed to be done in Latin America. While Mexico 
and Peru scored highly, Brazil and Colombia ranked below average. 

So, what are the things that make Indonesia so positive for entrepreneurs and 
private business? And what do they do - or not do - for small business start- 
ups? 

According to Bali International Consulting Group, the Indonesian economy is 
highly dependent on small and medium-sized enterprises: they make up 
99.95 percent of the total number of enterprises, and provide most of the 
country's jobs. Authorities have identified a problem with the sector, however: 
productivity per worker is very low compared to large enterprises. Poor 
productivity matters because it means people are working very hard for low 
return and this affects the overall standard of living in the country and its 
human development. 



The Indonesian government has set about boosting productivity in the sector, 
adopting a 'clustering' approach in partnership with non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs). Like-minded businesses tend to cluster together 
across the archipelago of islands that makes up the nation. By targeting these 
places with resources and support, it can use those resources more 
efficiently. The country has a dedicated ministry for small and medium 
enterprises ( http://www.depkop.go.id) and a wide range of businesses and 
services targeting them. From dedicated trading and office facilities 
( http://www.smescoindonesia.com) to an online marketplace to display, trade 
and sell SME products ( http://www.smescotrade.com), extensive resources 
are applied to give SMEs a boost and a competitive edge in the global 
marketplace. 

From past experience, Indonesia learned it was more effective to use 
business development services in clusters to promote and develop SMEs, 
rather than centralised, top-down government models or other approaches. 

As Bali International Consulting Group notes, "The government has 
introduced many models for promoting SMEs, including business incubators, 
business consulting clinics and technology centers. However, those 
sponsoring programs have not been productive and could not sustain 
themselves for a long time. The government then turned to supporting BDS 
(Business Development Services) providers to serve a certain cluster in a 
selected area." 

Developed countries like the United States significantly grew their wealth by 
allowing entrepreneurs and small and medium-sized enterprises to flourish. 
The USA's highly innovative and globe-straddling high tech and information 
technology businesses would not have been so successful without 
entrepreneurs. Think of Bill Gates, one of the founders of Microsoft, or Steve 
Jobs, one of the pioneers behind the Apple computer brand. 

China - the country that has seen the largest lifting of people out of poverty in 
our time - is awash with entrepreneurs. So successful at providing 
manufacturing services to foreign companies, China is fast on track to 
become the wealthiest country in the world. The International Monetary Fund 
recently issued a report predicting China would be number one within five 
years. 

Entrepreneurs play a key role in any country's economic strategy. The more 
they are encouraged to flourish - and build wealth and their businesses - the 
better a country can do. Large human development gains can come about 
when entrepreneurs are matched with a fair and transparent tax system, 
balancing between social and economic needs. 

China is the source of one of the most successful aids to small business 
growth in the global South. Hong Kong-based Alibaba 

( http://www.alibaba.com) is an online trading and selling marketplace aimed at 
small businesses and start-ups. Packed with support, advice and inspiration, it 
makes it possible for people anywhere in the world to get trading and selling. 



To help small businesses trade with each other, New Delhi, India-based 
Go4World Business.com ( http://indonesia.go4worldbusiness.com) has for the 
past 12 years helped exporters and importers to explore new markets and 
increase their international business in a simple, cost effective manner. 

The internet has not only radically transformed how to trade and sell, it has 
also opened up many ways for small and medium-sized businesses to raise 
funds and borrow money. Examples include Zopa ( www.zopa.com) - "Where 
people meet to lend and borrow money"; social lenders like Kiva 
( www.kiva.org)w, whose mission is to connect people, through lending, for the 
sake of alleviating poverty; and Betterplace ( www.betterplace.org), an online 
marketplace for projects to raise funds. It is free to use, and it passes on 100 
percent of the money raised on the platform to the projects. For those with a 
creative business idea, Kickstarter ( http://www.kickstarter.com) is a funding 
platform for artists, designers, filmmakers, musicians, journalists, inventors, 
and explorers. 

LINKS: 

1) Small business guide: An online resource packed with advice and 
resources on starting a small business. Website: 
http://www.smallbusiness.co.uk/ 

2) The red dot logo stands for belonging to the best in design and business. 
The red dot is an internationally recognized quality label for excellent design 
that is aimed at all those who would like to improve their business activities 
with the help of design. Website: http://www.red-dot.de 

3) Dutch Designers in Development: The Dutch NGO works with producers to 
develop skills and adapt producers' products to present and future demands 
in Europe. By following this approach, Southern producers can reduce the risk 
of making products nobody wants, or that lack originality in the marketplace 
and thus won't sell. Website: http://www.ddid.nl/english/index.html 

4) SME toolkits abound: Here are two from Africa: SME Toolkit Kenya 
Website: http://kenya.smetoolkit.org/kenya/en and SME Toolkit South Africa: 
Website: http://southafrica.smetoolkit.org/sa/en 

5) African Alliance for Capital Expansion: A management consultancy focused 
on private sector development and agribusiness in West Africa. Website: 
http://www.africanace.com/v3 

6) World Business Fair: The World Business Fair is an international trade 
platform for global entrepreneurs and professionals. Website: 
http://www.worldbusinessfair.com 



7) Small businesses looking to develop their brand can find plenty of free 
advice and resources here. Website: www.brandingstrategyinsider.com 

8) Brandchannel: The world's only online exchange about branding, packed 
with resources, debates and contacts to help businesses intelligently build 
their brand. Website: www.brandchannel.com 

9) ZanaAfrica (ZanaA) is a non-profit whose mission is to craft tools from 
within Africa to slay the giants of poverty. The tools are in the nexus of health, 
education, and environment with a particular focus on gender and technology. 
These tools address root causes of poverty, and are primarily market-based 
solutions with a national and replicable scope to provide leveraged, lasting 
solutions with significant multiplier effects. Website: http://www.zanaa.org/ 

10) Small Business in Indonesia by Peter Van Diermen. Explores how critical 
families are to business success in Indonesia. Website: 
http://books.google.com/books/about/Small business in lndonesia.html?id= 
WSulAAAAIAAJ 

11) SME Toolkit Indonesia: The SME Toolkit Indonesia offers a wide range of 
how-to articles, business forms, free business software, online training, self- 
assessment exercises, guizzes, and resources to help entrepreneurs, 
business owners, and managers in emerging markets and developing 
countries start, finance, formalize, and grow their businesses. Website: 
http://indonesia.smetoolkit.org/indonesia/en 

12) The 3 rd Indonesia International Conference on Innovation, 
Entrepreneurship, and Small Business 2011: From July 25 to 28, is aimed at 
challenging researchers, Indonesians in particular, to study and create local 
knowledge on Innovation, Entrepreneurship, and Small Business. Website: 
http://www.ciel-sbm-itb.com/iicies2011 

4) The e-Reader Battle Reaches India 

The rise and rise of e-books and electronic publishing has prompted the 
development of e-readers: handy, portable devices that try to mimic the 
reading experience of paper books while offering the storage and navigation 
capability of computers. 

A good example is the very popular e-reader from Amazon, the Kindle 
( http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon Kindle ). The latest version boasts the 
ability to store up to 3,500 books. 

The utility of these e-readers for people in the global South is clear: they can 
enable people to bypass the lack of local library facilities to store vast, 
personal archives of books. This is a powerful educational tool: imagine a 
village doctor with easy access to thousands of medical texts and papers, or a 
child preparing for university exams no longer having to worry they can find 
study texts. It also is a cost-effective way to publish in many local languages 
and break the stranglehold English-language publishing has had on delivering 



e-books. 



Over the past decade, India has developed a reputation for its fast-growing 
information technology industries, making software and providing IT-related 
services. 

Now India has produced a rival to the Kindle. The Wink 
( https://www.thewinkstore.com/ereader/index ) is designed to accommodate 
15 common Indian languages. (The 2001 census in India found 29 languages 
with at least a million native speakers). It comes in an eye-catching design 
and is complemented by a sleek website stuffed with e-books ready for 
download. The entire package is very well-thought-out and marketed. 

The Wink was developed and built by EC Media International and retails, 
according to its website, for Rs 8,999 (US $200). It looks similar to the Kindle, 
but where the Kindle is grey the Wink is white. This Indian rival has some 
impressive capabilities: it can not only support 15 Indian languages, it can 
also access an online library of more than 200,000 book titles. They range 
from arts and entertainment to biography, newspapers and science topics. 
There is also a large archive of free books for download. 

But it has come in for criticism for its price, which some say is far too high for 
the Indian market. 

The Tech 2 website also criticized the Wink for its "frustrating performance, 
which actually detracts from the pleasure of reading." Overall it found the 
reader "a decent first attempt, but there are many issues that need to be 
ironed out." 

It can be a rocky road to information technology hardware innovation. And 
maybe this first attempt at a made-in-lndia e-reader still has a way to go to get 
it right. There have been a number of high-profile, over-hyped 
disappointments in the last few years. One was the pledge to make a US $35 
tablet computer. The project was launched in 2010 with much fanfare, but by 
January 2011 the Indian government had dropped manufacturers HCL 
Technologies for failing to honour its 600 million rupee (US $13 million) 
contract. 

It joins the disappointing attempt at rivalling the One Laptop Per Child 
(www.onelaptop.org) computer from MIT (Massachusetts Institute for 
Technology) with an Indian version for US $10. What was offered instead in 
2009 was a device with no screen or keyboard, requiring an additional laptop 
and paper to access its stored files. It was also made in Taiwan, rather than 
India. 

What these first steps show is the complexity of hardware development and 
how challenging it is to get the user experience right for customers while 
keeping the price affordable. 

But from these tries comes experience, and in time better products will be 



developed as lessons are learned. 
LINKS: 

1) How to build your own personal computer: This guide helps to demystify 
computing hardware and shows how to build a computer at home. Website: 
http://www.buildeasypc.com/ 

2) Hardware design and architecture: An archive of free e-books on all 
aspects of computer hardware and architecture design. An outstanding 
resource to get anyone started in computer engineering. Website: 
http://www.e-booksdirectory.com/listing. php?category=38 

3) Jonathan Ive is the man behind the highly successful and user-friendly 
modern design that has turned the Apple computer brand into such a global 
success story. He provides tips on how to design usable computer hardware 
and shares the secrets of his success. Website: 
http://www.wired.com/culture/design/news/2003/06/59381 

Window on the World 

Check out our new website: www.southerninnovator.org 

Our new magazine, Southern Innovator, is ready for distribution: throughout 
2011 we will be launching more media products building on the success of the 
Development Challenges, South-South Solutions e-newsletter: stay tuned for 
more developments. Please contact the Special Unit for South-South 
Cooperation if you would like a copy (copies). 

Books 

Consumptionomics: Asia's Role in Reshaping Capitalism by Chandran Nair, 
Publisher: Infinite Ideas. Website: www.amazon.com 

World 3.0: Global Prosperity and How to Achieve It by Pankaj Ghemawa, 
Publisher: Harvard Business School Press. Website: www.amazon.com 

How the West Was Lost: Fifty Years of Economic Folly - And the Stark 
Choices Ahead by Dambisa Moyo, Publisher: Allen Lane. The new book from 
challenging thinker Moyo, it argues the West needs to start following China's 
economic model or face economic ruin. Website: www.amazon .com 

The China Miracle: Development Strategy and Economic Reform by Justin 
Yifu Lin, Publisher: The Chinese University Press. Website: 
www.eurospanbookstore.com 

Africa in the Global Economy by Richard E. Mshomba, Publisher: Lynne 
Rienner. Website: www.eurospanbookstore.com 



The Recession Prevention Handbook: Eleven Case Studies, 1948-2007 by 
Norman Frumkin, Publisher: M. E. Sharpe. Website: 
www.eurospanbookstore.com 

The Roller Coaster Economy: Financial Crises, Great Recession and the 
Public Option by Howard J. Sherman, Publisher: M. E. Sharpe. Website: 
www.eurospanbookstore.com 

Global Slump: The Economics and Politics of Crisis and Resistance by David 
McNally, Publisher: PM Press. Global Slump analyzes the global financial 
meltdown as the first systemic crisis of the neoliberal stage of capitalism. It 
argues that - far from having ended - the crisis has ushered in a whole period 
of worldwide economic and political turbulence. In developing an account of 
the crisis as rooted in fundamental features of capitalism, Global Slump 
challenges the view that its source lies in financial deregulation. Website: 
https://secure.pmpress.org/index.php?l=product_detail&p=271 

Aftershock: Reshaping the World Economy After the Crisis by Philippe 
Legrain, Publisher: Little, Brown. Website: 
http://www.philippelegrain.com/aftershock/ 

Creative Ecologies: Where Thinking is a Proper Job by John Howkins, 
Publisher: UQP. Website: http://www.creativeeconomy.com/think.htm 

The Global Crisis: The Path to the World Afterwards by Frank Biancheri, 
Publisher: Anticipolis. Website: http://www.anticipolis.eu/en index.php 

The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society by Frans de 
Waal, Publisher: Crown. Website: www.amazon.com 

Arrival City by Doug Saunders, Publisher: Pantheon. A third of humanity is on 
the move. History's largest migration is creating new urban spaces that are 
this century's focal points of conflict and change — centres of febrile 
settlement that will reshape our cities and reconfigure our economies. 
Website: http://arrivalcity.net/ 

China: And the End of Poverty in Africa - Towards Mutual Benefit? by Penny 
Davis, Publisher: Diakonia and the European Network on Debt and 
Development. Website: 

http://www.eurodad.org/uploadedFilesAA/hats New/Reports/Kinarapport A4.p 
df 

Globalization and Competition: Why Some Emergent Countries Succeed 
while Others Fall Behind by Luiz Carlos Bresser Pereira, Publisher: 
Cambridge University Press. Website: 
http://www.networkideas.org/book/ian201 0/bk1 2 GACL.htm 

Tourism and Poverty Reduction: Pathways to Prosperity by Jonathan Mitchell 
and Caroline Ashley, Publisher: Earthscan. Website: 
http://www.earthscan.co.uk/?Tabld=92842&v=497073 



State of the Field in Youth Enterprise, Employment, and Livelihoods 
Development Publisher: Making Cents International. Website: 
http://www.youthenterpriseconference.org 

Urban World: A New Chapter in Urban Development Publisher: UNHABITAT 
Website: http://www.scribd.com/doc/31244004/Urban-World-A-New-Chapter- 
in-Urban-Development 

Building Decent Societies: Rethinking the Role of Social Security in 
Development edited by Peter Townsend, Publisher: International Labour 
Office. Website: www.ilo.org/publns 

World of Work Report 2010: From One Crisis to the Next? Publisher: 
International Labour Office. Website: www.ilo.org/publns 

From the Great Recession to Labour Market Recovery: Issues, Evidence and 
Policy Options edited by lyanatul Islam and Sher Verick, Publisher: 
International Labour Office. Website: www.ilo.org/publns 

Papers and Reports 

Information Economy Report 2010: ICTs, Enterprises and Poverty Alleviation 
Publisher: UNCTAD. Website: 

http://www. unctad.org/T emplates/webflyer. asp ?docid= 1391 2&intltemlD=2068 
&lang=1 

State of China's Cities: 2010/2011: Better City, Better Life Publisher: 
UNHABITAT. Website: http://www.scribd.com/doc/39882697/State-of-China- 
s-Cities-Report-20 10-201 1 

Still our Common Interest: Commission for Africa Report 2010 Publisher: 
Commission for Africa Website: http://www.commissionforafrica.info/2010- 
report 

World Economic Outlook Update: Restoring Confidence without Harming 
Recovery Publisher: IMF. Website: 

http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2010/update/02/index.htm 

Trade and Development Report, 2010: Employment, Globalization and 
Development Publisher: UNCTAD. Website: 

http://www.unctad.org/Templates/webflyer.asp?docid=13740&intltemlD=2068 
&lang=1 

Empowering People and Transforming Society: The World Economic Forum's 
Technology Pioneers 2011 Publisher: World Economic Forum. Website: 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/35953976/Technology-Pioneers-201 1 

The Emerging Middle Class in Developing Countries Publisher: OECD. 
Website: 



http://www.oecdilibrary.org/oecd/content/workingpaper/5kmmp8lncrns-en 
(PDF- 2.09 mb) 

The BRICSAM Countries and Changing World Economic Power: Scenarios to 
2050 by Manmohan Agarwal, Publisher: The Centre for International 
Governance Innovation. Working Paper: Shifting Global Power. Africa and 
Mexico has the potential to change the balance of economic power in the 
world. This paper analyzes this potential building on developments in these 
economies over the past four decades in the context of the evolution of the 
world economy. Website: 

http://www.cigionline.com/sites/default/files/Paper 39-web-1 .pdf 

The Implications of China's Ascendancy for Africa by Hany Besada, 
Publisher: The Centre for International Governance Innovation. Working 
Shifting Global Power. This paper examines the extent to which China's 
engagement with Africa has produced mutual benefits for both and whether 
Africa is reaping the necessary benefits required for poverty alleviation and 
economic development. Website: 

http://www.cigionline.com/sites/default/files/Paper 40-web.pdf 

Europe-North Korea: Between Humanitarianism and Business? Edited by 
Myungkyu Park, Bernhard Seligerand Sung-Jo Park, Publisher: LIT. 
Website: www.gpic.nl/EU - North Korea book.pdf 

Global Economic Decoupling Alive and Well Emerging economies decouple 
from the US, come closer to Europe. Website: 
http://www.marketoracle.co.uk/Article23670.html 

The Global Financial Crisis and Africa's "Immiserizing Wealth" Research Brief, 
United Nations University, Number 1 2010. Website: 
http://www.unu.edu/publications/briefs/policv- 
briefs/2010/UNU Research Brief 10-01.pdf 

Where Western business sees 'risk', Chinese entrepreneurs see opportunity 
by Dr Jing Gu. Dr Gu and her China based team from the China-Africa 
Business Council (CABC) and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 
(CASS) have had direct access to private Chinese companies working in 
Africa, including 100 in-depth interviews with Chinese firms and business 
associations and officials in both China and Africa. Website: 
http://www.ids.ac.uk/go/news/where-western-business-sees-risk-chinese- 
entrepreneurs-see-opportunity 

Can China Save Western Economies From Collapse? Website: 
http://www.marketoracle.co.uk/Article19484.html 

China's economic invasion of Africa Website: 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/feb/06/chinas-economic-invasion-of- 
africa 



Africa begins to make poverty history: US economists challenge conventional 
view that the continent is a basket case Website: 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2010/mar/03/africa-makes-poverv-historv 

On the Web 

Blogs and Websites 

mDirectory: The mDirectory is the most comprehensive database of 
information on mobile tech for social change on the Web: case studies, mobile 
tools, research, and how-to guides. Website: http://mobileactive.org/directory 

Global Development: Launched in September 2010, this new website from 
the Guardian newspaper will track progress on the MDGs, encourage debate 
on its blogs, offer a rich store of datasets from around the world, and feature 
monthly podcasts and resources for schools. Website: 
www.guardian.co.uk/global-development 

Latameconomy Website Launches 

Latameconomy.org is the latest evolution of the annual Latin American 
Economic Outlook report, essentially bringing its trusted, high quality content 
into the digital age. Its wide country coverage and methods of analysis are 
essential for anyone seeking to understand the economic, social and political 
developments of Latin American countries. 
Website: http://www.latameconomy.org/en/ 

International Development Economics Associates (IDEAs) 

International Development Economics Associates (IDEAs) is a pluralist 
network of progressive economists across the world, engaged in research, 
teaching and dissemination of critical analyses of economic policy and 
development. 

Website: http://www.networkideas.org/ 
OECD: Tackling the economic crisis website 

The global economic crisis is entering a new phase amid signs of a return to 
positive growth in many countries. But unemployment is likely to remain high 
and much still needs to be done to underpin a durable recovery. This website 
will track the recovery. 
Website: 

http://www.oecd.Org/document/24/0, 3343,en 2649 201185 41707672 1 1 
1 1.00.html 

The Global Urbanist: News and analysis of cities around the world: planning, 
governance, economy, communities, environment, international. Website: 
www.globalurbanist.com 

ICT Update: A bimonthly printed bulletin, a web magazine, and an 
accompanying email newsletter that explores innovative uses of information 
technology in agriculture and rural development in African, Caribbean and 



Pacific (ACP) countries. Website: 

http://ictupdate.cta.int/en/Regulars/Perspectives/%28issue%29/56 

Youth-Inclusive Financial Services (YFS-Link) Program website: The first 
space for financial services providers (FSPs) and youth-service organizations 
(YSOs) to gather, learn and share about youth-inclusive financial services. 
Website: www.yfslink.org 

Triple Crisis Blog: Global Perspectives on Finance, Development and 
Environment Website: http://triplecrisis.com/ 

Full Disclosure: The Aid Transparency Blog: A Devex blog, written by 
members of the international community. Website: 
http://www.devex.com/en/blogs/full-disclosure 

Africa Portal: An online knowledge resource offering researchers and opinion 
leaders a forum to share their insights on Africa and publish their work on 
pressing areas of concern to policymakers and the public. It aims to fill the 
gap in accessibility to research and information on policy issues on the 
continent. Website: www.africaportal.org 

African Economic Outlook: A unique online tool that puts rigorous economic 
data, information and research on Africa at your fingertips. A few clicks gives 
access to comprehensive analyses of African economies, placed in their 
social and political contexts. This is the only place where African countries are 
examined through a common analytical framework, allowing you to compare 
economic prospects at the regional, sub-regional and country levels. 
Website: www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en 

Africa Renewal: The Africa Renewal information programme, produced by 
the Africa Section of the United Nations Department of Public Information, 
provides up-to-date information and analysis of the major economic and 
development challenges facing Africa today. Website: 
http://www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/afrec/ 

Timbuktu Chronicles: A blog by Emeka Okafor 

With "a view of Africa and Africans with a focus on entrepreneurship, 
innovation, technology, practical remedies and other self-sustaining activities." 
Website: http://timbuktuchronicles.blogspot.com/ 

AfriGadget: AfriGadget is a must-read for African invention junkies. They are 
always on the look out for ingenious innovation that is new or a repurposing of 
existing technology in a new way, interesting in the sense that the story 
captures the imagination of others, inspiring others to see solutions in 
uncommon ways, practical ideas that solve problems in a demonstrable way, 
and entrepreneurs who are inventing new products or solutions. Website: 
www.afrigadget.com/ 



Interesting Blogger 



Olunyi D. Ajao: An Internet entrepreneur & technology enthusiast with strong 
interests in web design and hosting , writing about mobile communications 
technologies , and blogging . Topics are aimed at web designers, SEOs, 
bloggers, Internet entrepreneurs and people with general interests in Ghana, 
Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa and the rest of Africa. Website: 
http://www.davidajao.com/blog/ 

Social Media 

Africa Entrepreneurship Platform 

This ground breaking initiative is created as a forum to showcase innovative 
ideas and businesses from Africa that have the ability to scale internationally, 
driving job creation and sustainable economic development between Africa 
and the Americas. 
Website: www.sacca.biz 

AfriGadget on Facebook: 'Solving everyday problems with African 
ingenuity': Website: http://www.facebook.com/group. php?gid=2402629579 

Start-up Funding 

Crowdfund: A South African-based venture fund for technology start-ups in 
Africa. Website: http://www.crowdfunding.co.za/ 

Global Social Benefit Incubator: A US $20,000 Bottom of the Pyramid 
Scholarship 

Offered by Santa Clara University's Global Social Benefit Incubator, it selects 
15 to 20 enterprises from developing countries and provides an eight-month 
mentoring process. This ends with a 10-day process in Santa Clara, where 
entrepreneurs work with their mentors. 
Website: www.socialedge.org 

The Pioneers of Prosperity Grant and Award 

This competition is a partnership between the OTF Group and the John F. 
Templeton Foundation of the United States, and promotes companies in East 
Africa by identifying local role models that act as examples of sustainable 
businesses in their country/region. It is open to businesses from Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and Rwanda. 

Five pioneers will receive US $50,000 to re-invest in their business. It is open 
to for-profit businesses that provide high wages to their workers and that 
operate in sustainable ways. 
Website: http://pioneersofprosperity.org/index.php 

Oxford Said Business School Youth Business Development Competition 

Open to youth between 16 and 21 across the world, the competition is run by 
students at Oxford University to promote social enterprise. A prize fund of 
£2,000 in seed capital is up for grabs. It calls itself the 'world's first global 
youth development competition'. 
Website: www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/oba/se/ybd 



Echoing Green: Social Entrepreneurs Fund 
Website: www.echoinggreen.org/ 

Commonwealth Teams up with Private Equity Firm to Deliver up to $400 
Million in Investment in Africa 

Small and medium enterprises across Africa are set to benefit from a 
multimillion dollar investment fund set up by private equity firm Aureos Capital 
( http://www.aureos.com/ ) with the Commonwealth Secretariat's assistance. 
The Aureos Africa Fund, launched in November following feasibility and due 
diligence studies funded by the Secretariat, will provide long-term capital and 
support for promising and successful businesses across the continent. 
Commonwealth Deputy Secretary-General Ransford Smith, speaking at the 
launch of the fund at the Marriot Hotel in London, UK, on 2 November 2009, 
hailed the fund's launch. He warned that investment in Africa was "critical" if 
recent development gains were not to be lost amid the current worldwide 
recession. "This fund has the potential to make a real contribution to 
Commonwealth countries in Africa, by helping ordinary businesses to reach 
their potential and boost much needed growth and jobs across the continent," 
he said. 
Website: 

http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/215560/021109aureoscapital.ht 
m 

The Africa Land Fund 

The fund has raised almost €2 billion from an American pension fund to invest 
in African agriculture. The Africa Land Fund, created by the UK-based hedge 
fund Emergent Asset Management, wants to raise a total of €3 billion and is 
canvassing a range of investors. It plans to invest in agricultural land and 
livestock, including African game, which will be sold on to private reserves 
and safari parks. The fund also plans to develop bio fuel crops on marginal 
land, saving prime agricultural acreage for crops to feed people. 
Email: info@eaml.net 
Tel: +44 (0) 1428 656 966 
Fax: +44 (0) 1428 656 955 

Challenge 

InnoCentive ( http://www.innocentive.com/ ) is a challenge to the world's 
inventors to find solutions to real scientific and technological problems 
affecting the poor and vulnerable. It is an open marketplace where anybody 
with a problem can post it, and rewards for effective solutions stretch up to US 
$100,000. They use rigorous intellectual property protection so ideas are not 
stolen without credit being given to the inventor. Website: 
www.rockfound.org/about us/news/2007/0720first seeker.shtml 

Video 

Forum for the Future: Compelling animated videos exploring the hard 
choices of an urbanizing world and the need to promote sustainable 



development and environmental harmony. Website: 
http://www.youtube.com/user/forumforthefuture96 

Events 

2011 

Have an event you would like the South-South community to know about? 
Then send details to developmentchallenges@googlemail.com . 

June 

Two Decades of Democracy and Governance in Africa: Lessons 
Learned, Challenges and Prospects 

Dakar Senegal (20-22 June 201 1 ) 

International Conference on: Two Decades of Democracy and Governance in 

Africa: Lessons Learned, Challenges and Prospects organized by the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), Addis Ababa, the Council 

for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA), 

Dakar and Johns Hopkins University, Washington, DC 

Website: http://www.iag-agi.org/spip/Two-Decades-of-Democracv- 

and, 1758.html « - 

Will the 'BRICS Decade' continue? - Prospects for Trade and Growth 

Halle, Germany (23-24 June 201 1 ) 

The IAMO Forum 201 1 will focus on growth and trade in the world's leading 
emerging economies Brazil, Russia, India, and China (BRICs) and the 
repercussions on the world economy. 
Website: 

http://forum201 1 .iamo.de 
September 

2011 Global Youth Economic Opportunities Conference 

Washington, DC, USA (7-9 September 201 1) 

This 5th anniversary conference will provide a learning platform for the world's 
leading funders, practitioners, technical assistance providers, policy makers, 
and academics working to increase and improve economic opportunities for 
young people. Join 400 professionals from over 60 countries to share lessons 
learned, promising practices, and innovative ideas through technical 
workshops, engaging plenary sessions, and interactive networking. The 
result? Higher-impact programming, breakthrough solutions, and proven 
approaches. This year's theme, Breakthroughs, reflects the focus on the 
innovative ideas, proven practices, and visionary insights that are taking this 
emerging field to new heights. 

Website: http://www.voutheconomicopportunities.org/ 
Email: conference@makingcents.com . 

Rethinking Development in an Age of Scarcity and Uncertainty 

York, UK (1 9-22 September 201 1 ) 



New Values, Voices and Alliances for Increased Resilience. The EADI-DSA 
2011 joint conference seeks to be one convening space to fundamentally 
revisit and rethink the development paradigm(s) in all its dimensions in an era 
of plurality, uncertainty and change. The EADI-DSA 201 1 conference seeks 
to maximise the opportunity of working together and to revisit and rethink 
'development', to generate new ideas, new narratives and new thinking 
whenever possible globally co-constructed with partners in global-South. 
Website: http://www.eadi.org/gc201 1 

November 

Social Singularity Summit 

Amsterdam, Netherlands (1 1 November 2011) 

A gathering of thinkers and entrepreneurs to explore the opportunities 

and visions of Social Singularity. The summit has been organized to further 

the understanding of how to speed up and use the newest technologies to 

make the world a better place. 

Website: http://www.nowmovement.org/detail/events 

10 th Metropolis World Congress - Cities in Translation 

Porto Alegre, Brazil (23 November to 25 November 201 1 ) 
10th Metropolis World Congress is a unique exchange and networking 
opportunity that gathers urban planners, government leaders, city managers, 
urban management experts, international NGOs, academics, and other 
important stakeholders from around the world. The Congress will revolve 
around the theme "Cities in Transition". Cities are presently in transition 
toward new types of challenges concerning the environment, governance, 
sustainability, innovation, and collaboration, all of which are taking place on 
an everyday basis. Therefore Metropolis invites us all to consider our future 
as urban citizens. The event will also be a chance to learn first-hand about the 
groundbreaking public policies implemented by Porto Alegre, the Capital of 
Participatory Democracy. 

Website: http://portoalegrecongress201 1 .metropolis.org/ 

Fourth High Level Forum: The Path to Effective Development 

Busan, South Korea (29 November to 1 December 2011) 
Ministers and specialists will not only take stock of what has been advanced 
since 2008, but also set out a new framework for increasing the quality of aid 
in order to achieve the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. Developing 
countries have named their priorities for HLF-4 as: predictable aid; use of 
country systems; an end to policy conditionality; country-driven capacity 
development; mutual accountability and reduced transaction costs. 
Website: 

http://www.oecd.org/document/12/0,3343,en_2649_3236398_46057868_1_1 
_1_1,00.html 



2012 



Earth Summit 2012: Towards a World Summit on Sustainable 
Development in 2012 

Rio, Brazil (TBC 2012) 

The United Nations General Assembly agreed to a new Earth Summit in 
December. The Summit will be in 2012 and will be hosted by Brazil. The 
themes are the Green Economy in the context of sustainable development 
and poverty eradication, the institutional framework for sustainable 
development, emerging issues and a review of present commitments. This 
site will keep you abreast of all the developments and latest news. 
Website: http://www.earthsummit2012.org/ 

Awards and Funding 

World Summit Youth Award 

The international contest for young people using the Internet and mobiles to 
take action on the UN Millennium Development Goals. Website: 
www, vouthaward .org 

Grand Challenges Canada: Request for proposals 

Grand Challenges Canada is pleased to announce a new initiative in its 
Maternal, Neonatal and Child Health grand challenge. It's called Saving 
Brains. Its goal is to unlock potential in children and dramatically transform 
lives in the developing world. 

The money to fund this program comes from the Development Innovation 
Fund. In Budget 2008, the Government of Canada committed $225 million 
CAD over five years to the Development Innovation Fund, to support the best 
minds in the world in a collaborative search for solutions to global health 
challenges. 

For the Request for Proposals: Website: http://www.grandchallenges.ca/wp- 
content/uploads/2011/05/Request_for_Proposals-Saving_Brains_EN.pdf 

Zayad Future Energy Prize 

The world is in desperate need of innovative solutions to create a new, 
sustainable energy future. No one knows who or where the next great energy 
solution will come from. Solutions and technologies that could change the 
world are being developed globally, and the $2.2 million Zayed Future Energy 
Prize, managed by Masdar in Abu Dhabi, recognizes and rewards innovation, 
leadership, and long-term vision in renewable energy and sustainability. 
Website: http://www.zavedfutureenergyprize.com/ 

Philips Liveable Cities Award 

Philips is looking for individuals and community or non-government 
organizations and businesses with ideas for "simple solutions" that will 
improve people's health and well-being in a city to enter the Philips Liveable 
Cities Award. To help translate these ideas into reality, three Award grants 
totalling €125,000 are on the line. One overall winning idea from any of the 
three categories outlined below will receive a grant of €75,000, while the two 
additional ideas will receive grants of €25,000. 



Website: http://www.because.philips.com/livable-cities-award/about-the- 



award 



Piramal Foundation in India 

Has established a US $25,000 prize for ideas that help advance full access to 
effective public health care in India. The Piramal Prize is a $25,000 Social 
Entrepreneurship Competition focused on democratizing health care in India 
that seeks to encourage and support bold entrepreneurial ideas which can 
profoundly impact access to higher standards of health for India's rural and 
marginalized urban communities. The award recognizes high-impact, scalable 
business models and innovative solutions that directly or indirectly address 
India's health-care crisis. 
Website: www.piramalprize.org 

Special Award for South-South Transfer - winners announced! 

UN-HABITAT, the Building and Social Housing Foundation (BSHF) and the 
UNDP Special Unit for South-South Cooperation are pleased to announce the 
winner of the Housing and Urban Development South-South Transfer Award, 
a special joint initiative which seeks to recognise housing and urban 
development practices that have been successfully transferred to other 
countries in the global South. The winner of the Housing and Urban 
Development South-South Transfer Award is Un Techo Para mi Pais (A 
Roof for my Country), Chile, awarded for mobilising thousands of youth 
volunteers and transferring its innovative approach to 19 countries across 
Latin America. 

The aim of the award is to identify, provide visibility, and honour those who 
have successfully shared their projects and approaches internationally, 
thereby increasing the impact of the initiative. 

The winning practice receives US$15,000 to further transfer the awarded 
practice to other communities in developing countries. 
Website: www.southsouthexpo.org 

South-South Experience Exchange Facility 

Supported by Mexico, China, India, Denmark, Spain, The Netherlands, and 
the U.K. and now Colombia, the South-South Experience Exchange Facility is 
a multi donor trust fund that promotes the idea that developing countries can 
learn from the successes of other developing countries in overcoming similar 
challenges. In the past 12 months, the trust has given out 35 grants to 
countries for learning activities ranging from working with at risk youth in the 
Caribbean to outsourcing IT services in Africa. 
Website: www.southsouthcases.info 

African Writers Fund 

Together with the Ford Foundation, the Fund supports the work of 
independent creative writers living on the continent. The Fund recognizes the 
vital role that poets and novelists play in Africa by anticipating and reflecting 
the cultural, economic and political forces that continuously shape and 
reshape societies. 



Website: 

http://www.trustafrica.org/index.php?option=com content&task=view&id=91&l 
temid=90&lang=fr 

Joint NAM S&T Centre - ICCS Fellowship Programme 

Centre for Science and Technology of the Non-Aligned and Other Developing 
Countries (NAM S&T Centre) and International Center for Chemical Sciences 
(ICCS), (H.E.J. Research Institute of Chemistry and Dr. Panjwani Centre for 
Molecular Medicine and Drug Research), University of Karachi, Karachi, 
Pakistan 

Click here for more information 
or contact: 
namstct@vsnl.com , 
namstct@bol.net.in , 
apknam@gmail.com 

US$250,000 for Best Lab Design 

AMD and Architecture for Humanity have announced a prize of $250 000 for 
the best design for a computer lab that can be adapted and implemented in 
third-world countries. 

The Open Architecture Prize is the largest prize in the field of architecture and 
is designed to be a multi-year program that will draw competition from design 
teams around the world. 
Website: www.architectureforhumanity.org 

PhD Plant Breeding Scholarships at the University of Ghana 

The University of Ghana ( www.ug.edu.gh ) has been awarded a project 
support grant by the Alliance for a Green Revolution ( www.agra-alliance.org ) 
in Africa (a joint venture between the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and 
the Rockefeller Foundation, for the establishment of a West African Centre for 
Crop Improvement (WACCI). This is available to scientists working at NARIs, 
universities and international centres in West Africa. Women scientists are 
especially encouraged to apply for a fellowship under this programme. 
Website: http://www.acci. org.za/Default.asp?nav=Home&idno=1 0 

Genesis: India's Premier Social Entrepreneurship Competition 

Is a social entrepreneurship competition aiming to bring together social 
entrepreneurs, students, NGOs, innovators, incubators, corporations and 
financiers and encourage them to come up with innovative ideas which are 
socially relevant and feasible. 
Website: http://genesis.iitm.ac.in/ 

Training 

Ongoing 



Jobs and Careers 



Weitzenegger's International Development Job Market: Website: 
http://www.weitzenegger.de/new/jobmarket.php 

Global Knowledge Inititative 

The Global Knowledge Initiative seeks to build global knowledge partnerships 
between individuals and institutions of higher education and research. It seeks 
to help partners access the global knowledge, technology, and human 
resources needed to sustain growth and achieve prosperity for all." 
Website: www.globalknowledgeinitiative.org/ 

ExportHelp - Promoting and supporting access to the European market 

The European Commission runs a database for the explicit support of market 

players in developing countries who want to bring their products to the EU 

market. The database gives an overview on the EU's preferential trade 

regimes established for developing countries as well as lists all tariffs, taxes 

and other requirements for goods 

imported into the EU. 

Website: http://exporthelp.europa.eu 

Development Executive Group Devex Networking Website 

Over 90,000 global experts can network and connect and learn about more 
than 47,000 registered projects. Website: www.devex.org 

Website Offers Career Advice to Young Africans 

Set up by the Commonwealth Secretariat, Africancareerguidance.com is 
aimed at providing career guidance to African youth and helping them to link 
with prospective employers. AfricaRecruit is a human resources organisation 
that provides skills training for African professionals in the Diaspora and on 
the continent. The website has an inbuilt email subscriber list for all its users 
and offers a searchable database of career profiles for job seekers and 
prospective employers. It also offers skills and interest assessments and 
advice on CV and resume preparation. It provides tips about interviewing 
techniques, as well as information on internship and volunteer opportunities, 
and entrepreneurial skills. 
Website: www.africacareerguidance.com 

African Diaspora Skills Database 

This database was compiled to provide an overview of qualified African 
Diaspora professionals with varied areas of expertise and experience. The 
African Diaspora contributes substantially to the social, economic and political 
development of Africa, and this database is set up to further mobilize this 
considerable potential. 

Website: www.diaspora-centre.org/NEWSLETTER/Database 
Aid Workers Network (AWN) 

Aid Workers Network (AWN) is an online platform for aid, relief and 
development workers to ask and answer questions of each other, and to 
exchange resources and information. AWN is registered in the United 
Kingdom as a charity. You will find discussions about a range of questions 
and issues on the AWN forum from aid, relief and development workers all 



over the world and representing a variety of fields, with new threads or 
responses posted daily. The forum is a great way to get in contact with 
other aid and development workers in your geographic area or working in a 
similar area of work. 
Website: www.aidworkers.net 

Bizzlounge 

Bizzlounge is where people committed to ethical behaviour meet, who want to 
establish and maintain business contacts in an exclusive and relaxed 
environment. 
Website: 

http://bizzlounge.com 
Business Action for Africa 

Business Action for Africa is a network of businesses and business 
organisations working collectively to accelerate growth and poverty reduction 
in Africa. 

Website: http://businessactionforafrica.blogspot.com 
Business Fights Poverty 

Business Fights Poverty is a professional network for all those passionate 
about fighting world poverty through the power of good business. 
Website: http://businessfightspoverty.ning.com 

Business in Development Network (BiD) 

The BiD Network Foundation runs the BiD Challenge to contribute to 
sustainable economic development by stimulating entrepreneurship in 
developing countries. 
Website: www.bidnetwork.org 

Zunia 

By Development Exchange, it offers news, publications and networking 
opportunities with the world's development community. 
Website: www.zunia.org 

Catalogue of Poverty Networks 

UNDP is organizing an online catalogue of Poverty Networks as a means to 
facilitate access to knowledge and sharing this to a wider audience in 189 
countries. Poverty Networks are web-based platforms that provide space for 
sharing and disseminating development-related information and initiatives. 
Below you will find information on IPC's collaborating networks, which help 
foster dialogue between researchers, policymakers, civil society and 
multilateral organisations. 

Website: www.undp-povertycentre.org/povnet.do 
Connections for Development (CfD) 

CfD is a UK, Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) led, membership based 
organisation committed to ensuring that UK BME communities, and the 
organisations they are involved in, are supported in the process of shaping 
and delivering policy and projects that affect their countries of origin or interest 



- collectively "our world". 
Website: www.cfdnetwork.co.uk 



Development Crossing 

Development Crossing was set up in 2006 by a small group of friends with 
diverse backgrounds ranging from business consulting to international 
development. In a world where the environment, corporate responsibility, and 
sustainable development are becoming increasingly intertwined, our goal was 
to create a site where individuals that shared our passion could keep up-to- 
date with relevant happenings in the world and connect with like-minded 
individuals. The idea behind Development Crossing is to provide a social 
network that brings together people from a variety of sectors, countries and 
professions to discuss corporate social responsibility and sustainable 
development. 

Website: www.developmentcrossing.com 
DevelopmentAid.org 

The one-stop-information-shop for the developmental sector, 
DevelopmentAid.org is a membership organization that brings together 
information for developmental professionals, NGOs, consultancy firms and 
donors. 

Website: www.developmentaid.org 

dgCommunities on the Development Gateway (now Zunia.org) 

dgCommunities, a free online service by the Development Gateway 
Foundation is devoted to knowledge-sharing and collaboration for people 
working to reduce poverty in the developing world. 
Website: http://topics.developmentgateway.org 

Diaspora African Forum 

This Forum exists "to invite and encourage the full participation of Africans in 
the Diaspora in the building of the African Union, in its capacity as an 
important part of the Continent". We will provide the vital linkage for Diaspora 
Africans to become involved in Africa's development as well as reap the fruits 
of African unity. 

Website: www.diasporaafricanforum.org 

Business Planet: a new data map on Entrepreneurship 

Business Planet, an interactive Google map, now includes data on new 
business creation around the world. Measures of entrepreneurial activity are 
based on the number of total and newly registered corporations. Click on color 
markers to learn more about each country. 

Website: http://rru.worldbank.org/businessplanet/default.aspx?pid=8 
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